Defention cenfer
s defined by limestone

More than o decade in the making, the Van Cise-Simonet Detention Center
fits into the architecture of downtown Denver, CO, with an exterior of Indiana
limestone supplied by Bybee Stone Company of Elletisville, IN

BY JENNIFER ADAMS

wilging a menumaenlal slruclute such
as the Vian Cise-Simonal Datantion
Center In the hear of downtown
Danver, CO, was a daunting task for the
City. architects and all others Involved

with ity const i N was | fi

that the structure, which spans almost a
half million scuare feet and buill of mare
than 40,000 cubic faet of Indlana lime-
stona. nol only function sofely and pre-
sarve the Integrity of the Justice system.,
but akto complemenl surrunding archi-
tecture. While the enlile process — fiom
its first proposal to developing community
suppor! o comstiuclion — look mare than
a decada to complata, tha new de

an-
tion centar wos deemed a success al
a ribbon-cutting ceremony on April 14,
2010, where Colorado Govemor Bl Rittar
and othar dignifanies were in altendance.
Addilionally. i is secking LEED cerlificalion
from the U.5. Graen Building Council.

The approximate 10-ace sie is located
whare the old Denver Newspaoper Agency
had bean formarty located. The detention
center, which wes named for famer Distrct
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Alomey Fhillp Van Cise and former Diec-
for of Comactions John Simonel, forms a
new Judickal Plaza In Danver’s Chvie Center,

*It Is an Intarasting bullding.” sald T. Lea
Becker FALA of Hartman-Cox Architects
in Washington, DC, the lead desgn firm
for the project, *I1 was a scary project be-
couse it i a joil on ¢ major public space
Thare ware many things to consider. We
wanted to craate tha most humanea da-

tention raclity that mel tacurlly and oper-
haa tobe agood

neighbor it s In @ prime neighbothoos —

atlonal needs, but it ol

just north is the central business district.”
To accomplish Ihe goal, the design leam
of Hartman-Cox Architacts worked closaly
with OZ Architectura of Danvar, CO. tha Ar-
chitect of Record tor the project, and Rlcel
Graena Assoclates of New York, NY. the
Delention Architec! for the projesct, “Rical
Greang knows how o make these lypesof

lacilifias funclion really waell.” scid Bocker
SPECIFYING LIMESTONE

“The real goal was to improve tha justice
system process, and do it the bast way we

can,” Becker wean! an to say. *It was to pre-
sore the dignity of delainaas.”

The architact explainad that the deten-
tion canlar Is whara paopla who ara ar-
rested are brought In for booking and can
be held anywhere from 24 hours up to twoe
yearn — depending on thelr crime. The fa-
cllity is also used to hold people who are
EBrought nle the Cily for a Inal

"Woorhees Robinson Assoclates worked
with the Denvar Sherlif Department to da-
velop o detainee closdfication process.”
sald Backer, adding thet tha racllity Is pr-
marily for the male population. *Thele are a
lot of cases dealing with drugs and aleohol
If someone i amastad, they are Brought In
for booking. Than it is detarminad if they ara
. dangerous or are okay and Just got inte
a dllemme. Sometimeas they may be po-
cested and walk out the front door”

While the: cost of the 5140 milllon project
was ablways kep! in mind. il was imporfant
thal the oppropriate maleriol were used
to blend the expansive bullding with s sur-
rounding anvironment, *It ls massiva, so we
tried o make It ook more like o muieum




The exteciar lealures ‘shot sowed” Indienn
veriageted Emastons with sirigs ol Restic
Bzt imestons. Phales on Ihis spisad
and poge 23 Yy Fronk Ooms Phategrephy,
www.fresksoms com
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While the cost of 1me $160 millon praject wes ehways L2p1 In mind, 1 wes imparieal el the oppraptiots matancls were used 1a diend 1he expentive Bulding wih e susrsunding

environment, "Il is mossive, sa we tried 1o meks # look mose ke © musesm Meon 8 [ol,” soid T, Lee Backer, FALA of Hesim

In glon, OC. Ihe leod design

tiem for the peoject. “That's why il iz [camarised o] big shopes end covesed in slane. We Iried I design it o2 much g3 we could e @ sculpiurel bullding.” Pholo by Frosk Cams

Fuplagiapay, www onkooame.com

Bybee Stone Company, inc. of Ellettsville,
IN, supplied Iho two varialies of Indlanc
limestone, A lotal of 40,242 cublc feal of
the matarial — 121 truckloads — was ufi-
lized in the cesign, and the majority of the
maoledal had o shot-sawed finlsh — mean-
Ing steel shot wos used In the gangsawing
proceass lo produce random markings for &
mwugh surface texlure

*The limestone has a wamm gray leel
thal ralates well to the existing Civic Cen-
ter bulldings” explained Backer, “While
most of the Civic Center bulldings are of
Cotopaxl granite, thare ls a "'chal sawed”
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varegaled Indiana Bmestone library in the
Civic Cenler. and the color range of the
new Delenlion Cenler worked with both,
“There was a kol of dlscussion about to
bulla with brick or stona,” the architect
went on to say. “Everyone was worrled
about cost. We did a number of sfudias,
and then the people in chaige of the City
all agread that it necds 1o be done wilh
slone. Evervona in thelr hearls know that's

whara it needed to be.”

THE PRODUCTION PROCESS
The geslgn feam worked closaly with

Bybee Stone Company lo delermine the
most economical approach. "We thought
the fewer pleces we had lo sel would
be mote economical,” said Becker. “We
asked them whot were the largest-sizeg
pleces they could do.”

According to Wiliam Bybea, Preddent of
Bybee Stone Company, the Bmeaslone was
quatiied within 15 miles of the company’s
slone-processing plan! in Indiana, Cn av-
atage. Ihe variegaled shol sawed panels
measure & feet. §inches x 4 feet. § iInches

“Witn varlegated, you get a lot more col-
on” explained Bybee. *Tha tmoolh bands

True crafismenship is evides?

S . e P —
12 Ite carving of Ine governmental seel of ihe CIfy of Denvar, which wos picced ever Ihe enltance 10 The Vas Clse-Simanel Delention Center.

Bybee explaines thal 15l slement consisis of four panels Inel larm en &-loal-diemeater circle. One corver completed the cutfam sfane piece in five fo six weeks. Phalo by

Hesk Diepanbroek

of Rustic Bull, which goes aound the bulld-
ing. ghve confrast, Lee did a really nico job
of emphasizing and bringing oul the color.”

In addition to tha masshve limastona pan-
als, Bybae Stona Company also fabricat-
&d slx columns that were 27 feet tallana §
feet in dicmeter and 18 columns that were
14 faet tall and 4 feel in diameler The col-
umns wete made of varegaled Indlanc
limestone wilth a smoolh finish.

The stone company also proved its true
craftemanship by carving the govemn-
mental saal of the Clty of Danwver, which
was placed over the enllance to the Van

Cise-Simonel Delention Cenler, Bybee ex-
plainad that this elemen! consisls of four
pancls Ihat form an &-fool-dicmeler circle,
Cna corver complatad the custom sfona
pleca in five lo six waeks

In total, the entire process — from quarmy-
Ing to tebrlcation — look nacrly two years.
“You have to fake inlo comideration the
tima it look to make the diowings. quamy
Ihe stone. gel approval and process the
matarial” said Bvbas. “Whan wa wera achu-
ally in fabdcation. # took around one year.

*The time was nomnal of @ projact of this
ilze,” Bybee went on to explain, “Every job k

unigue. They are all custom jobs. It ook a itthe
longer for the sholsawed pancls. We had o
el alol of dobs ahecd of produchion,”
Bybaa also explained that sevaral mock-
ups were creatad ot the processing plont
ang shipped to the jobsite, *Tnay wanted to
peat an kkdea of how It might keok.” he sald.
"The archifects, the general contiactorang
the mason were vary good lo work with.”

THE INSTALLATION

The gigantic size of the limestona panels
madea the Installatlon proceass someawhat
challenging for lhe craw from AP Eberlein
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Poioble jobsin coonss wirs uand 10 560 tha vorisgoted shol-sowad pandls, which on averegs massured 8 1eat, 5 inches o 4 fepl, 5 inchas. Photo by Hamk Disponbiosk
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Our Comsort Gnp carbide hand tools feature contoured
handles which provide a sccure gnp for more powerful blows.
sbide tipa last and last, even when cutiing the hardess
stone. of vur tools are manufacturcd from the highese quality
American-made steel and carhide. Included are:

« Combort Grip Heavy Point
= Conbort Grip Mand Chisel
with 1:1/8* heavy duty blade

T . Womsd Hammer with oval
eve and largee siesking face

o Heavy duty Trow & Holden
canvis teol bag

Spaclally priced
at $409

MADE To LAST SINCE 1800 IN BARRE, VERMONT USA

Trow & HoLDEN COMPANY
FINE STONEWORKING TOOLS
45 South Main Strect » Rarre, Vermont DA441
Toll Free 1800451 4349 = 802476722
ww i e andholden com

Please write ot call for a fres carolng

Co, Inc, of Denver, CO. “From o material
standpolnt, wa had ovar 4,000 places thal
welghed 1,500 pounds o plece,” sakd Pem
Eberlein, company owner. "Of coutse,
thay couldn’t be hand sel. It was a real
safaly problem.

“Thare was concamn aboul handling.
50 we decidad to set Ihe places mea-
chanleolly with portable fobilte cranes,”
Eberlein wenl on to say. "It gave us a
lot of predictabillity. Thare was a gooa
sense of safety,”

In addition lo the large imestone pleces
for the fccade. Ihere were clse the mas-
shva columns to consider, “They were &
feat in dlometer and welghed 16.000
pounds each,” sald Eberlain, “That in ltzelf
wasa feal challenge.”

And while tha safety of the 0 workers
from the install crew was a prlorily. pe-
destrian safety alwo had lo be faken Into
condkderation. "It was an extremaly tight
jobsite,” said Eberein, "Il requited close
collzboration wilth the genetal contrae-
lon, Bybee Slone and ounselves, Thay ware
tremendous to work with. It dafinitaly
makes If easier for a great start and tinksh
lo a project.”

Prior to installetion, Ebarlain explained
that a mock-up spanning 40 feet in
length and 20 feal high wos sel up
*They ware interested in the color range
of the quarny stone and the texture,” he

1old. “The shot-sowed tinksh is beautiful.”
In total. il took a year and a halt to com-

plete the stone inslallation,

REALIZING THE DESIGN

With such a large project that had so
many componenls, managemen! was
a key lactor in bringing the design at
the Van Cise-Simone! Delenlion Contar
fo fruition, OZ Archilecture. the Archi
tact of Record, was Instrumental in the
anlire procass.

*Our responslbility wes taking over for
Hartman-Cox in the detaling and how
the extetion skin would be installed,” sald
Kelly Yomasakl Projecl Menager, “We
woiked vory closaely with the genaral con-
tractor ana Bybes, and we ako got input
from the Indiana Limestone Institute. We
talked with Bybee and the contractor to
really shiategize how to le logeather the
wiliole system.”
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Amoag Ihe loctoss tel hed lo be considesed were The securdy windows. “The secunty wiadow manufochurers were sol sure hew fo te in with The slone,” seid Projecl Menager
Kelly Yemasohi of OF Archisecture. “We tolkod with Bybae o reclly work aul the cetoils, Bybaa wos really Baiplul to us. Evon beforn we starlad construction, thoy halped 1o o1sess

petontal pradioms and wark them out oheed of fime.” Praio by Heak Disponbrosk
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Yamasoki axplained that they noedaed
to determing how o work the water-
proofing and floshing with the stone
*We had to consider how we could
achieve the look Hartman-Cox wanted
and make it a reclity,” she sald,

Another factor that had o be consid-

ored was the secully windows, “The so
cutlty window manufacturers wera nol
sura how to tia in with tha slona.” soid tha
Froject Manoger, “We talked with Bybee
o really work out the detalls. Bybee was
realty helpful to us. Even before we slarted
construction, they helped o assess poten-
ticl problems and work them outl chead
of lime. Soma things did change onca we
started construction

“Tnat's an approach we share wilh
Hartman-Cox — in tarms that we are all

open fo lslen to people that work with

stone evary single doyw.” Yomascki wen!
on to say, “it is Important fo see what is
teaslble. Ustening fo Bybee. Eberlein and
Hensel Phelps telllng us what was practi-
cal, and everyone working together, re-
ally helped figure things oul.”

Inadditionto apprecialing Bybee'sedu
cation onstone, Yamasaki also raspectad
the work the company produced. "They
dla an amazing job on the City seal.” she
sald, It was great being abile to seea thal

craflsmanship is stll here n the US" B

Van Clse-Simonet Detention Center

Denver, CO
Architect of Record: OF Archifacture, Darvar. &0
Dasign Hodmon-Coi A Weshing

L Do

Detantion Archilect: Ricel Greens Assacates, Naw York, NY
General Contractor: Hensel Phelps Constuchion Co, Giesksy, CO
Stone Quarrier/Fabilcator: Bybes Stone Compony, Inc, Eleflsvilla, IN (Indiona bmestans)

Stona Installes: AP Eberlein Co. Inc.. Donver, CO
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